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monkey. Dostoevsky agreed to tutor him, which was another
pretext for seeing his mother. Ah, if only he were free! If
only she were free! He alternately intoxicated himself with
absurd projects and was dejected with grief; he refused to
listen to WrangePs wise counsels and maintained that never
again in his life would he be so deeply in love. Gradually,
Maria Drnitrievna was infected by the ardor of her wooer
with the red collar. She was flattered by his shy, but bound-
less homage and, feeling again some of the exaltation she
had experienced at the balls of her youth, she was con-
sumed with feverish impatience. The two lovers exhausted
their energies in waiting, they were thrilled by their own
noble attitude, and lived a kind of morbid and silent romance
with no possible fulfillment in sight.
On March 12, 1855, the military aide-de-carnp Akhmatov
came to Sernipalatinsk bearing a sensational message: Em-
peror Nicholas I had died on the preceding February 18.
The Moslem population of Semipalatinsk received this news
with indifference, but the ''intellectual officials," most of
whom had suffered from the severity of the regime, became
excited. They talked at length of the enlightened tolerance
and humane spirit of the new emperor, and discussed the
significance of the imminent reforms. Feodor Mikhailovich
was filled with new hope. With Wrangel he attended the
funeral mass celebrated in honor of the man who had sent
him to Siberia, In the church, all around Dostoevsky, the
faces of the people were serious but, according to Wrangel,
no one wept
From the first days of summer the heat in Semipalatinsk
became unbearable with temperatures as high as one hundred